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popular freedom as it was created in Weimar perceive "the crisis
of parliamentarism." In the uncertainties of a transition period
there is only one thing certain and that is that the party rule of
parliamentary democracy has fulfilled its course and will never
return as its representatives conceived and practised it,
and with that proceeded to give full approval to Papen's plan of
constitutional reform. As was his wont, that gentleman had not
descended very far from the clouds; he had been content to
enunciate principles. But he had thrown down the gauntlet with
a certain precision. "The government of the Reich must be inde-
pendent of the parties; its existence cannot be left to depend on a
chance majority."
In the last three words—for in a proper democratic system there
never can be "a chance majority"—were summed up all the defects
of the German party system, the defects which there had been
given definite opportunities to cure, opportunities of which no
advantage had been taken. But in the preceding words he had
stated his remedy—a retreat to the Bismarckian Reich. That was
the issue definitely placed before the nation. In effect, what the
nation was asked to do was constitutionally to get rid of the
constitution.
That was a request which it was extremely unlikely that the
nation was as yet prepared to grant; even to revolutionaries the
constitution was still useful. It is the measure of the comprehen-
sion of men like Westarp of their people, that while they recog-
nized that for the Papen policy there was no support at all save in
their own ranks., they still believed that they could convert them to
acceptance of a system which they had decisively rejected. There
was indeed a certain warrant for their belief that the unmeasured
denunciation of Papenism was not quite sincere. The parties, even
the Liberal parties, had themselves strained the constitution unduly;
Ebert, Stresemann, Bruening had done it; Mueller had been willing
to do it. But in each case there had been crisis as an excuse and
in each case a free vote had endorsed crisis action. Papen was
going much further than any of them. Crisis was still the excuse,
but the free vote was ignored and the cause of crisis was repre-
sented to be the presence of a free vote system, and permanent

